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Actor | Director

	         Contact: 	 Tsu Tsu Unlimited 	 	 	 	
	                           	 212.989.3424                         	 	
	 	 	 	 tsutsu007@gmail.com 


   Guest Availability:    By phone/skype from New York City USA-ET 
	 	 	   	 In studio in New York City metropolitan area  


Interview Requests: 	 chrismmcginn@gmail.com                                                                

                                                  









Chris McGinn is a versatile actress and director best known for her 
film and television credits Kidnap with Halle Berry, Synecdoche, 
NY starring Phillip Seymour Hoffman and directed by Charlie 
Kauffman, My Own Love Song with Renee Zellweger and Forest 
Whitaker, The Silence of the Lambs, Sweet and Lowdown, 
Orange Is the New Black (Netflix), You Don’t Know Jack, Curb 
Your Enthusiasm, The Corrections (HBO) and the House of Lies 
pilot with Don Cheadle (Showtime).  

Her theatre credits are highlighted by the acclaimed Long Wharf 
production of Camille; a modern adaptation of the Alexandre 
Dumas classic by the British playwright Pam Gems with Kathleen 
Turner, Gina Gershon and David Hyde Pierce. 

Additional work includes Bringing Out The Dead directed by 
Martin Scorsese, Mickey Blue Eyes directed by Hugh Grant, Ed, 
Law and Order, SVU, Late Night with Conan O’Brien (NBC), 
100 Centre Street (A&E), The Sopranos, Sex and the City 
(HBO), Wonderland and the recurring role of “Irma in the  
Glamourama” on All My Children (ABC). 

Chris will next be seen in two Netflix series: Seven Seconds, 
starring Regina King, which re-teamed her with director Jonathan 
Demme, and the second season of Marvel’s Jessica Jones, 
starring Krysten Ritter and directed by Minkie Spiro of Downton 
Abbey fame. She was recently directed by Eko’s Sam Barlow in his 
new interactive web series, WarGames, produced by MGM. 

 

Born and raised in St. Louis, MO, Ms. McGinn earned a Bachelor of 
Science Education in Theatre, Speech and English at Truman  	
University in Kirksville, MO. Moving to New York City one week after 
graduation, she began her career as a founding member and 
resident director of two theatre companies, Pantheon Productions 
and Yankee Rep. As a member of The Pantheon she directed and 
acted in the classic plays Loot, Look Back In Anger and When Ya 
Comin’ Back, Red Ryder to critical acclaim. At Yankee Rep, in 
addition to acting and directing, she co-created an award winning 
interactive youth program, The Fork In The Road Players, which 
toured schools and non-profit organizations in the five boroughs, 
tackling the subjects of dating violence and safe sex. 

Chris is also a sought-after acting coach and instructor of 
improvisation, commercial and on-camera acting for children and 
adults. On the rare occasions when she’s not working, she spends 
her time traveling, rooting for the New York Yankees and working 
with animals. 

 SAG-AFTRA
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Industry praise for Chris McGinn in Kidnap:






























“when the inscrutable kidnappers show themselves, McGinn, with 
her narrow, glinting eyes, and Temple, who may have just ended the 
trucker hat trend, set a new bar for greasy desperation.”

“Chris McGinn — distressingly authentic as the female kidnapper 
who’s first seen grabbing Frankie — is scary enough to make us feel 
like Karla is in real danger.”

“(Halle Berry) enjoyed 
fl e s h i n g o u t h e r 
character and working 
alongside the small 
cast, which features 
actress Chris McGinn 
(OITNB).”

“Chris McGinn and Lew 
Temple , who p lay the 
h u s b a n d a n d w i f e 
backwoods kidnappers, are 
so despicable. I have always 
said you cannot have a truly 
great hero without a truly 
evil villain.”

“The two kidnappers 
Terry and Margo Vicky 
were portrayed as crazy 
redneck hicks by Lew 
Te m p l e a n d C h r i s 
McGinn respectively. 
These guys were bold 
and confrontational. 
This kept the excitement 
level of the film going.”

Margo (Chris McGinn) is a 
mouthy, dirty monster. When 
the B-plot gets underway, 
she proves to be just awful 
and that’s what makes this 
thrilling.  I enjoyed this movie 
despite its many flaws. 

Chris McGinn on the red carpet, with Halle Berry and Lew Temple at the Kidnap premiere, McGinn and Berry in a scene from the film.

ChrisMcGinn

  Management  |  Tsu Tsu Unlimited  |  212.989.3424  |  tsutsu007@gmail.com






 

 
 

 
 

 

 
ChrisMcGinn

The list of actors and directors Chris McGinn has worked 
with encompasses many of the top names in the industry: 
Chris Cooper, Michelle Williams, Sean Penn, Al Pacino, 
Julianna Margulies, James Caan, Christopher Walken, Jodie 
Foster, Renee Zellweger, Jerry Orbach, Chris Noth, Jesse L. 
Martin, Chris Meloni, Mariska Hargitay, Stanley Tucci, 
Michael Beach, Tom Cavanaugh, Kate Burton, Andrew 
McCarthy, Barry Levinson, Larry Charles, Noah Baumbach, 
Jane Curtin, Woody Allen, Jonathan Demme, Timothy 
Busfield, Eriq LaSalle, Luis Prieto, Halle Berry, Lew Temple, 
Matthew Penn, Miles Conner, Steve Schill, Timothy Van 
Patten, Olivier Dahan, Matthew Weiner, Ron Daniels and 
Tom Routman.


Victim and victimizer: McGinn as the first 
casualty of Hannibal Lecter in Jonathan 
Demme’s Silence Of The Lambs and as Halle 
Berry’s nemesis in Luis Prieto’s Kidnap.
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Selected interview excerpts with Chris McGinn:
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ChrisMcGinn
The Geekiary: You and Lew Temple really looked the part of kidnappers. 

McGinn: When I auditioned, I wore a too-tight Eagles tee shirt and some 

yoga pants and I left my hair kind of greasy. I went kind of low class on 
the audition tapes. I felt that, since this was so serious and dark, I really 
needed to be more the character and less the nice, friendly girl. When 
(dir.) Luis Prieto called and said, we were afraid you were really Margo, 
I understood why they felt that way because they hadn’t seen me any 
other way. That was the only way how I knew to get some attention. iiiiii

ii

Jason Norman: They wanted a woman who looked real, not a model. They didn’t want someone 
who was going to have an attitude. Then you and the makeup crew went through some tests and 
had a few plaster molds made of her. 

McGinn: They created pieces that looked like skin to glue on to me. They put makeup on top of the 
skin pieces to look like I’d been filleted. They were taking Polaroids of my mouth and teeth, the 
angles they ended up using in the movie, to find the thing in my throat. My scene took two days 
to shoot. I knew everything that was going to happen. They had a room for me, a towel, and a 
sheet to cover me the minute they said cut. I didn’t really feel naked in a certain sense. 

Jason Norman: As for the butterfly… 

McGinn: They made it out of Tootsie Rolls so I wouldn’t choke if it got stuck. I learned how to 
hold it with my tongue, to look dead, to be still and for them to be able to pop my jaw. 

http://bit.ly/2wKBAQH
http://bit.ly/2wKBAQH
http://bit.ly/2wKBAQH
http://bit.ly/2wKBAQH





Feature article from the Kirksville, MO Daily Express:


Truman State University alumna and actress Chris McGinn 
currently stars in the movie “Kidnap” alongside Academy 
Award-winning actress Halle Berry. It was a Thursday evening 
in Aug. 2014 when Truman State University alumna and 
actress Chris McGinn got a call from a her manager about the 
biggest role of her career. “I’m sitting with my friend in my 
living room on Thursday and my manager calls screaming, ‘It’s 
yours! It’s yours! They picked you! They picked you! You’re 
going to New Orleans on Tuesday for six weeks,’” McGinn said. 
McGinn currently stars in the movie “Kidnap” alongside 
Academy Award-winning actress Halle Berry. The film, which 
hit theaters on Aug. 4, tells the story of a mom, Berry, who’s 
playing with her son in a park when she gets distracted and 
later sees her son being kidnapped. Berry then pursues the 
kidnappers in an effort to get her son back. McGinn plays the 
role of Margo, the lead kidnapper in the film. “I’ve had some 
really great parts, I’ve had some really good jobs...I’ve had some 
good scenes and good opportunities but never a lead for six 
weeks in a film,” McGinn said. 

While growing up in St. Louis, McGinn loved to sing and act. 
Her passion for the arts continued while she attended Northeast 

Missouri State University (now Truman State), where she 
majored in teaching theater, speech and English. “I went into  
education for a degree because I felt,s much as I wanted to act 
and do other things, I wanted to be sure I had a way to make a 
living so I got an education degree so I can be a teacher,” 
McGinn said. “I felt that I was more qualified to go into acting 
and that acting gave me more opportunities.” 

McGinn graduated from the university in 1978 and a week 
later, she moved to New York to pursue a career in acting. Her 
first opportunity in show business came when she stage 
managed a play by Mark Medoff. While attending college, 
McGinn said she was a part of a production of one Medoff ’s 
plays and her knowledge of his work allowed her to get a job 
and meet people in the business. “My education was well-
rounded and it gave me opportunities to meet people,” McGinn 
said. “My way to crack into the business was to use my skills to 
meet people and get opportunities. Out of that it paid off into 
acting opportunities, getting an agent and different things like 
that.” 

According to McGinn’s profile on the website IMDb.com, she is 
credited in 32 films and television shows. She said she also 
teaches and coaches actors. It was around Aug. 2014 when 
McGinn’s manager called saying she was excited about an 
audition for a film. The audition was in Los Angeles and 
McGinn couldn’t fly out on short notice since lived in New York. 
                                      - continued -

ChrisMcGinn
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She was allowed to submit a self-take, a recorded audition.


“They kept calling every couple of days asking for more 
information about me or from me.” About a week later, McGinn 
received a call from the film’s casting director, who asked her to 
Skype with the film’s director, Luis Prieto. 

“He said they needed to call me to 
make sure that I was not Margo 
the character because I was so 
scary and convincing in the 
(audition) video. They wanted to 
know that I was a nice person 
because I did the part so well,” 
McGinn said while laughing. “It 
was thrilling. It was an out-of-
body experience because I knew it 
was real and yet it didn’t quite 
feel real,” McGinn said. 

While filming the movie, McGinn 
was able to settle in New Orleans 
for several weeks. She enjoyed 
living in the area and was able to 
build good relationships with the cast. “We were the ones who 
were together for six weeks. It really kind of bonded us,” 
McGinn said. “We had fun. It was really fun.”She also said she 
enjoyed working alongside a star like Halle Berry. 

“The minute she met me, she was jumping up and down and 
saying how excited she was to work with me and how much fun  
we were going to have together. It just was wonderful.”  

“We had a really great relationship. The movie’s filming was 
completed around Nov. 2014 and was slated to come out in 

2015, but after a setback with the media company, the film was 
stuck in a standstill. Aviron Pictures later stepped in and 

released the movie. The movie cost about $20 million to make 
and has grossed about $21.1 million, so far.” 

“It is fun because people and friends 
are calling me and people are 

recognizing me. I’m finding that people 
are reaching out to me through social 

media because they saw the movie and 
they liked me,” McGinn said. “They’ll 

write things like, ‘Oh, I hate you so 
much. You were really good,’” she said 

while laughing. “That’s been fun in 
that capacity to have people not so 

much recognize me as the bad guy, but 
think I did a good job in the film.” 

Since the film’s release, McGinn said 
she’s been fielding more acting 

opportunities and hopes to ride the wave of the  
film and parlay the role into bigger jobs.“I’ve been pretty good, 
since I moved to New York, about getting work,” McGinn said. 

“It’s just to get a bigger and more important job...to have a job 
that’s a few weeks long and months long is my goal, which will 

hopefully come from this movie. More opportunities to be seen 
and recognized.” 

ChrisMcGinn

Chris McGinn as Margo in the Aviron film Kidnap
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Contact and interview request information for Chris McGinn:
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Website: 	 	 	 www.thechrismcginn.com    

ChrisMcGinn

https://t.co/9YX5EITzIx

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMAXaiKHQYM

https://www.facebook.com/thechrismcginn

@ChrisMMcGinn 

Actor-Director Chris McGinn on the red carpet
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